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ʻACTIVAGEʼ HEALTHY AGEING
CONFERENCE

Pictured at ‘ActivAge’ were: former Olympian, Maeve Kyle; Stephen
and David Flynn of The Happy Pear, who spoke at the event; and
Edel Flynn, CEO of The Digital Hub. Pic: Marc O’Sullivan

NEW COMPANIES AT
THE DIGITAL HUB
More companies have joined us here at The
Digital Hub in recent months. The most
recent arrivals are Plugmedia, Braahmam
Net Solutions, iNavtas, Jool Erp, Health XL,
Mycom Marketing, PLR Worldwide Sales,
capSpire and Silicon Republic.
Plugmedia offers a wide range of
digital media and marketing services.
Braahmam Net Solutions provides
e-learning services and offers audio and
video solutions, while iNavtas and Jool
Erp are software ﬁrms.
Health XL is a global health mentoring
network, helping start-ups develop
innovative ideas that will beneﬁt the
health sector. Mycom Marketing provides
consultancy services in the marketing and
business strategy area. PLR Worldwide
Sales is engaged in the licensing,
distribution and marketing of casual
video games for multiple platforms.
capSpire is a global company that creates,
customizes, and implements technology
for trading organisations. Silicon Republic,
meanwhile, is one of Ireland’s leading
digital news services, and moved to The
Digital Hub in August. Silicon Republic
was founded in 2002 and, today, is read by
over 250,000 people each month.
For a full list of companies at The Digital
Hub, see: www.thedigitalhub.com/
companydirectory.

The Digital Hub and St. James’s Hospital jointly
organised ‘ActivAge’, a healthy ageing and
technology conference which took place in
The Digital Hub in early November. The aim of
the conference was to discuss how technology
can help people with their health as they
age. It brought together leading ﬁgures
from the technology, medical, enterprise and
community sectors. A highlight of the event

was the panel discussion,
‘How can technology
contribute to healthy
ageing’, which featured
Ireland’s ﬁrst female Olympian, Maeve Kyle,
who is now aged 85; Brian Fitzgerald, CEO of
St. James’s Hospital; and a number of health
and enterprise specialists. Scan the QR code
to ﬁnd out more.

HOLLYWOOD COMES
TO THE DIGITAL HUB!
Dublin 8 and The Digital Hub have been the
location for the ﬁlming of ‘Penny Dreadful’
in recent months. ‘Penny Dreadful’ is an
international television drama series, produced
by Sam Mendes, who directed ﬁlms such as
Revolutionary Road, Skyfall, and American Beauty.
The drama will retell the tales of some of
horror literature’s best-known characters, and
stars Josh Hartnett of Pearl Harbour fame, as
well as ex-James Bond Timothy Dalton, Eva
Green and Billie Piper.
‘Penny Dreadful’ is being ﬁlmed on location
in Dublin and is using Rainsford Street, Crane
Street and the Digital Exchange exterior in
Dublin 8. At the height of ﬁlming, there were
240 cast members on set.

Cast members on-set at the filming of Penny Dreadful

FUTURE CREATORS UPDATE
The 2013 / 2014 Future
Creators programme is in full
swing. Future Creators is an
after-schools programme run
by The Digital Hub and the
National College of Art and
Design (NCAD). It targets secondary-school
students from The Liberties to help them to
develop digital media skills and to encourage
them to consider a career in digital media or
technology. This year, 60 students applied, with

24 selected to participate in the programme
where they will, over the course of the year,
work on developing short ﬁlms and smartphone
apps such as puzzles, games and quizzes. This
year, there are students participating from
local schools such as Presentation Secondary
School Warrenmount, St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Grammar School, James’s Street CBS and Synge
Street CBS.
Keep up-to-date with the Future Creators at
www.thedigitalhub.com/futurecreators.

Follow us on Twitter www.twitter.com/thedigitalhub and Facebook www.facebook.com/thedigitalhub

LOCAL COMMUNITY FEATURE

Margaret Collins, Employment Mediator, pictured with a
local young person to discuss his plans for training.

SOUTH WEST INNER CITY
LOCAL EMPLOYMENT
CENTRE (SWIC LEC)
Picture shows from left Amanda Farrell, Pimlico and Martin Gore, Ballfermot, graduates of D8CEC. Pic: Naoise Culhane

D8CEC ʻGATHERING EVENTʼ
D8CEC, a community education centre based
in The Digital Hub, held a special ‘Gathering’
event in the Guinness Storehouse during
October as part of the organisation’s annual
awards ceremony for adult learners. D8CEC
invited the thousands of people who have
used its second-chance education services
to come together in Dublin 8 to celebrate
The Gathering. Jim Miley, Managing Director
of The Gathering Ireland, was the guest of
honour at the event and presented a range
of awards to learners from D8CEC. Amongst
those in attendance was Ruslan Mocharsky,
a native of Ukraine, who enrolled in D8CEC

in 2004 to improve his English. Today, he
is an award-winning businessman, running
two coffee shops in Dublin and employing
5 people.
“Ruslan’s story encompasses everything that
D8CEC is about,” said Marie Gill, CEO of D8CEC.
“We were able to give him the education and
support he needed to ensure he could achieve
his dreams. Five thousand adult learners have
passed through our doors in the past 10 years,
and we currently attract up to 250 learners
every year. We offer courses in everything from
literacy to ICT to bookkeeping, and demand for
our service is consistently high.”

NCAD CUMULUS CONFERENCE
The National College of Art and Design (NCAD)
held a major international design conference
in Dublin 8 over three days in November. Over
200 design experts from 50 different countries
attended the Cumulus Dublin conference.
Cumulus is the International Association of
Universities and Colleges of Art, Design and
Media, of which NCAD is a member. Two of
the most accomplished designers in the world
delivered keynote addresses: NCAD graduate
Paul Adams, who played a leading role in
creating Google+ and is a former global head
of brand design for Facebook; and visionary
German designer Werner Aisslinger.
At the conference, Professor Alex Milton,
NCAD’s Head of Design, called for Dublin 8 to
be acknowledged as Ireland’s leading cultural
and creative quarter. “Dublin 8 is home to
many traditional design and arts practitioners
and, more recently, has attracted a high
concentration of digital and creative SMEs,” he

The South West Inner City Local
Employment Centre (SWIC LEC) is based
near Rainsford Street on the campus of
The Digital Hub. The aim of the Centre
is to respond to the needs of local
unemployed jobseekers and employers.
SWIC LEC’s goals are to make sure all
jobseekers are treated equally and
clients are given access to employment
opportunities that are suitable for them.
The organisation offers professional,
one-to-one career information and advice
on employment options to jobseekers, as
well as guidance support for education
and training options. SWIC LEC also helps
jobseekers to prepare their CVs and to
practise interview techniques.
For employers, SWIC LEC acts as a free,
professional advertising and recruitment
channel for employment vacancies
and gives access to information on
recruitment practices and employment
incentives.
Further information is
available at: www.swiclec.ie

ALLTECH DISTILLERY
COULD BE COMING
TO DUBLIN 8

Pictured at Cumulus Dublin were NCAD graduate Paul Adams;
Professor Alex Milton, Head of Design at NCAD; and German designer
Werner Aisslinger. Pic: Marc O’Sullivan

said. “Ofﬁcial acknowledgement – from both
local and national government – of Dublin
8’s lead role in Ireland’s cultural and creative
economies would be a sign of the Government’s
intent to really prioritise these industries.”

Alltech Distillery is hoping to open a distillery
in Dublin 8. Originally a global animal
health and nutrition company founded by
Pearse Lyons, originally from Dundalk, it now
produces beers and bourbons. Alltech has been
producing malt spirit in Carlow for over a year
and is in the process of buying a former church
on James’s Street. The church, formerly Church
of Ireland, was converted for commercial use
a number of years ago, and may be used as
Alltech’s whiskey distillery.
More information can be found here:
www.alltech.com

Would you like to know more? To find out how you can get involved with The Digital Hub, please visit
www.thedigitalhub.com or email: info@thedigitalhub.com

BASIN LANE MEXICAN ʻDAY OF THE DEADʼ
The Mexican Ambassador to Ireland, H.E. Carlos Garcia de Alba, tackles a piñata during his visit to Basin Lane. Pic: Marc O’Sullivan

on hand to serve traditional Mexican food.
Mary Lynch, Community Officer with Dublin
City Council and one of the organisers of the
Mexican ‘Day of the Dead’ festival, said: “We
chose a Mexican theme for the celebrations
in Basin Lane because we wanted to show
local children that there are alternatives to
the usual blood, guts and gore associated
with Halloween, and also to challenge them
to think more deeply about some of the
ancient, universal traditions associated with
this time of year.”

A community in inner-city Dublin chose an
alternative way to celebrate Halloween this
year, when they staged a three-day-long
festival to mark Mexico’s ‘Day of the Dead’.
The festival was organised jointly by
Dublin City Council and the South Inner City
Community Development Association (SICCDA),
in partnership with the Mexican Embassy and
local primary schools in Dublin 8.
The highlight of the festival took place
on Halloween, with a programme of Mexican
food, music, and arts and crafts at St. James’s
Primary School on Basin Lane near James’s

Street. Mexico’s Ambassador to Ireland, H.E.
Carlos García de Alba, was the guest of honour
at the event, and was the ﬁrst to try his hand
at smashing the piñata – the traditional
Mexican party toy, usually stuffed full of
sweets and hung up on string for blindfolded
party guests to strike and break.
The Ambassador was greeted by 100 local
children when he arrived at the school, many
of them sporting Mexican-themed Halloween
costumes, which they had made in arts and
crafts workshops. A mariachi band provided
music for the event, and a Mexican chef was

REOPENING OF
St CATHERINEʼS
CHURCH

HELP SUPPORT THE NEW
LIBERTIES FOOTBALL CLUB

St. Catherine’s Church, Meath Street, reopens
its doors on Sunday, 15th December. The
church was extensively damaged after a ﬁre
broke out in the crib area in January 2012.
Extensive restorative work has taken place
behind closed doors since the ﬁre. There was
an overwhelming response from the local
community to cover the cost of the repairs
through fundraising and donations.
The church is open for viewing from
Thursday, 12th December, to Saturday, 14th
December, from 10am to 5pm each day. On
Sunday, 15th December, a procession will leave
from John’s Lane Church arriving at Meath
Street for Mass at 12.15pm. Bishop Eamonn
Walsh has agreed to return to the parish for
the occasion. All are welcome to attend.

Dublin 8 is a community with a rich footballing
history, so – ﬁttingly – the Liberties Football
Club was formed in July 2013.
Liberties FC hopes that a local club will
attract the young players from the area and
give the local people a club to get behind and
be proud of. The hope is that, with time and
hard work, the club will become an important
part of the community. Liberties FC has plans
to develop ladies, underage and over-35s
teams. The Club hopes to have established at
least one of these by summer 2014.
For now, the biggest challenge for the
season ahead is off the pitch, particularly
around ﬁnance. To that end, the club is
launching a limited ticket sponsorship draw,
whereby businesses can buy a ticket for €30
with the winner getting their business logo

on the front of the club’s shirts for 2013/2014
and 2014/2015, as well as becoming the main
sponsor of their website.
If you’re a future player or a business keen to
support the club, please visit: www.facebook.
com/LibertiesFCDublin or www.pitchero.com/
clubs/libertiesfc/.
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THOMAS STREET PHARMACY
Meet Brian MacDevitt, pharmacist and owner of Thomas Street Pharmacy.
How long has your business been on Thomas St?

What part of your work do you enjoy the most?

The shop was originally Mushatt’s Pharmacy,
and the Mushatt brothers would be very well
remembered in the community by those who
were around to meet them. That was back in
1922 and they were renowned for making
lotions and potions. Lots of their medicines are
still on the go here in the pharmacy.

Being part of a community and helping people
out in the community. Pharmacy can be great
like that, and Thomas Street and the Liberties
are genuinely wonderful communities.

What are the ﬁrst three things you do each
morning when you get to work?
Clean the windows, sweep the pavement, wash
the front of the shop. Basically get the place
ready for a day’s work whilst at the same time
doing our bit to make the street look nice
and presentable.

What is your favourite thing about Thomas St?
I’d be shocked if the tourist thoroughfare that is
Thomas Street wasn’t developed further. Ireland
loves tourism and thousands of tourists go up
and down the street each day, so the better the
experience they have, the better it is for Ireland.
What do you think has changed most about
Thomas St. in the last ﬁve years?
Genuinely, the people are wonderful. I imagine
it was already a wonderful community 50 years
ago, but it’s gotten even more diverse since
then. Now, it’s a great little melting pot too.

Brian Mac Devitt pictured in front of Thomas Street Pharmacy.

Thomas Street Pharmacy - Tel: 01 4542080

THOMAS STREET
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Thomas Street and James’s Street are set to get
a makeover! Work on the Thomas Street Quality
Bus Corridor Enhancement Scheme – funded by
the National Transport Agency and Dublin City
Council – is to begin over the coming weeks,
and elements of the street will be cleaned
up in the process. Work planned includes full
reconstruction of the road pavement between
Francis Street and Bridgefoot Street, extension

of the existing bus lanes, improved cycle
facilities, pedestrian crossings, improved street
furniture and the removal of clutter drainage
and services works. The project is expected to
take nine months to complete.

TSBA PLANNING ADVICE LEAFLET DUBLIN 8
Thomas Street Business Association(TSBA)
has developed an advice leaﬂet for those
planning works on properties on Thomas
Street. The leaﬂet contains advice on
planning and development on the street
including details of protected structures;
what the Architectural Conservations Areas
designation of the street means for building
owners; and how to engage with the planning
system. The advice leaﬂet can be found here:
http://goo.gl/gkFJqt

LIGHTS UP FOR
CHRISTMAS
Dublin City Council invited members of the
public to attend the switching on of the
Christmas lights at the Cornmarket in early
December. Councillor Rebecca Moynihan
switched on the lights on behalf of the Lord
Mayor of Dublin, Oisín Quinn.

What is The Digital Hub?
The Digital Hub is an Irish government initiative aimed at creating an international centre of excellence for digital
content and technology enterprises. It is currently home to over 70 digital enterprises, ranging from start-ups
to well-established businesses that are signiﬁcant employers and leaders in their ﬁelds. Since the project’s inception,
170 companies have progressed through the Hub, including some now well-established names such as Daft.ie,
Kavaleer, Havok, Houghton Mifﬂin (Riverdeep), Amazon and Gala Networks Europe. The DHDA is the Irish state agency
that manages the Digital Hub project. Further information is available at: www.thedigitalhub.com.
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