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The Aftermath and the Beginnings of a New War Part 1
The British Reaction
The leaders of the Rising faced court marshal at Richmond
Barracks. The charges brought against them were as
follows:
“Did an act to wit; take part in the armed rebellion and in
the waging of war against his Majesty the King, such act
being of such nature as to be calculated to be prejudicial
to the Defence to the Realm and being done with intention
for the purposes of assisting the enemy”
The trials were of dubious legal merit. For instance,
Éamonn Ceannt was accused of leading the force at Jacobs
Factory, which was untrue, he called Thomas Mac Donagh
as his witness, however, Mac Donagh was executed before
he could attend Ceannt’s trial. General Maxwell, under
martial law, had authority and sought the death penalty for
all those found guilty of taking a leading role in the Rising.
On the 3rd of May, in Kilmainham Gaol’s Stonebreakers
Yard the ﬁrst of these executions took place Patrick Pearse,
Tom Clarke and Thomas McDonagh were shot.
On May 4th, Joseph Plunkett, Edward Daly, Micheal
O'Hanrahan and William Pearse.
On May 5th, John McBride was shot.
On May 6th Éamonn Ceannt, Micheal Mallin, Con Colbert
and Seán Heuston.
On May 9th Thomas Kent was shot in Cork (though not
directly involved in the events in Dublin).
Military executions concluded with James Connolly and
Seán Mac Diarmada on the 12th of May.
Éamonn De Valera was spared execution, it was presumed
due to his American citizenship (though Thomas Clarke was
also an American Citizen), much more likely however, was
the lateness of his court marshal and the growing unease
of continuing executions. Countess Markievicz had her
death sentence commuted. Roger Casement was tried and
hanged as a traitor in England on the 3rd of August, he
would be the last execution.
In total, 3430 men and 79 women were arrested. Of those,
1841 were interned in Britain, 2700 had been released by
early August 1916. While 190 men and 1 woman (Countess
Markievicz) faced trial in Ireland, in 90 of these cases the
courts verdict was death by ﬁring squad. However in all but
the above 15, these verdicts were commuted and under
increasing pressure from both America, an increasingly
worried Prime Minister Asquith and the Irish people
themselves, all Irish military prisoners still held by
December 1916, were released.
The British Chief Secretary to Ireland, Augustine Birrell,
resigned in the wake of the Easter Rising. The Royal
Commission on the Easter Rising (Hardinge Commission)
was particularly critical of his failure to act in arresting
known agents of the Rising, prior to Easter Week.
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A City in Ruin
After Easter week, the island’s Capital lay in ruin. Pulverized
mercilessly from the 18 pounder guns of the British Naval
ship “Helga” and artillery emplacements in Trinity College,
the north inner city (O’Connell Street, North Earl Street,
Eden Quay, Henry Street, Middle Abbey Street area) was
left in complete devastation. The South side of the Liﬀey,
though scene to some of the ﬁercest ﬁghting (Mount
Street, City Hall and the South Dublin Union) was left
relatively unscathed.
Socially, there were immediate food shortages owing to the
inability to get deliveries into the city centre. These abated
reasonably quickly when the Dublin City Corporation spent
£4000 on livestock for the Corporation’s abattoir and sold
to butchers around the city at non inﬂated prices. Some of
main insurance companies would not honour damages
done to businesses during the Rising owing to a common
clause in policies that excluded payouts during times of
“riot, civil commotion, military or usurped power”. A
temporary General Post Oﬃce was set up at the Rotunda
Rink, while the Royal Engineers set up a telegraph service
in Amiens Street.
Martial Law having commenced during Easter Week was
still in aﬀect up to early May. No civilians (even with
military permits) were allowed on the streets between
7.30pm and 5.30am. All volunteers throughout the country
were expected to dump arms at their local RIC barracks.
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