
Cornelius "Con" Colbert was born on the 19th of October,

1888 in Moanleana, Castlemahon, Co. Limerick.  He was

one of thirteen children. After the death of his mother, he

left Limerick and went to live in Ranelagh, with his sister

Catherine. He continued his education in a Christian

Brothers School on North Richmond Street. Upon

graduating, he was employed as a clerk in Kennedy's

Bakery. He did not drink alcohol or smoke and was very

strong in his Catholic belief. Colbert was a fluent Gaelic

speaker and he joined the Gaelic League in 1905, he had a

strong interest in all things Irish such as music, history and

the culture. 

The young Colbert was soon to become a prominent

member of Na Fianna Éireann (a Republican variant to the

scout movement), he became head of a Dublin City branch.

He quickly became held in very high regard among

Republican circles most notably Patrick Pearse (future

President of the Provisional Government). Pearse referred

to him as “gallant Captain Colbert”. Such was Pearse’s

regard for Colbert that he had the Limerick man drill the

students of his own school, St. Enda’s.  Con Colbert joined

the Irish Volunteers in 1913 and subsequently, became a

member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood.

In the weeks, leading up to the Easter Rising, he acted as

bodyguard for Thomas Clarke. His rank, at the time of the

Rising, was captain, in charge of F Company, 4th Battalion.

Captain Colbert was stationed at Watkins Brewery, where

he commanded approximately twenty men. Little action

was seen during the week there and he relocated on

Tuesday to Jameson Distillery in Marrowbone Lane.  Here

he joined forces with Captain Seamus Murphy and fought

a fierce fight for the remainder of the week.

Thomas MacDonagh brought a letter from Pearse ordering

a general surrender on Sunday 30th of April.

Communications had broken down between themselves

and the G.P.O. and when Con Colbert heard of the

surrender, he wept openly. In what may be seen as an

incredible show of valour and bravery and ultimate gesture

of self sacrifice, Con Colbert assumed the command of the

Marrowbone Lane Distillery. Colbert knew that the British

would be extreme in the punishment of the leaders of the

rebellion and Murphy being a married man would surely

have been executed. Colbert saved Murphy and instead,

offered himself. 

Colbert gave the command to surrender and was sent to

Richmond Barracks, where he was court‐martialled. On the

7th of May, whilst incarcerated with the other leaders of

the rebellion, he was told that he would be executed the

following day. Colbert refused to see any visitors but on his

last day, he wrote some ten letters to loved ones and left

his precious Bible to his sister. Poignantly, on his last day he

asked a Mrs. O Murchadha, a fellow Republican prisoner,

to pass on his Bible and the three buttons on to his loved

ones, as he stated, the British had “left me nothing else to

give”.  Con Colbert also asked that the following morning

when the sound of the firing squad shots rang out that she

would say a “Hail Mary” for his repose. The Prison guard

assigned to Colbert’s cell upon seeing this sad scene broke

down and cried.

In Kilmainham Goal’s Stonebreakers Yard, facing his

executers, when the piece of white rag was placed on his

breast for aiming purposes, Colbert looked the soldier in

the eye, took it off and placed it directly on his heart. This

act summed up the valour and bravery of Con Colbert. 
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