
John Joseph Heuston was born on the 21st of February,

1891 at number 24 lower Gloucester Street (Seán Mac

Diarmada Street) in Dublin’s North Inner City.  He was born

into a working class family, his father was a clerk. Sean’s

parents Maria Mc Donald and John Heuston were married

in the Pro Cathedral on the 22nd of January, 1888. At the

time of their marriage, his mother resided at 34 Jervis

Street and his father at 12 North James Street.  He was the

second eldest of a family of four, he had two sisters Mary

and Teresa and one brother Michael, who was ordained a

priest of the Dominican Order in Tallaght. 

He was educated to intermediate grade at O’Connell’s

School based on North Richmond Street.  He was an

excellent student winning many prizes during his time in

school.  The Christian Brothers in O’Connell’s had a great

passion for the Irish Language and the school ethos was its

constant promotion.  This would account for Sean’s

proficiency in Irish, he was a fluent speaker.  He joined the

great Southern and Western Railway Company at 17 years

as a clerk, and was transferred to Limerick, where he spent

six years.  This was a well paid position and during this time,

Sean was the bread winner of the family because his father

was living in London. The reason for this living arrangement

was unknown but possibly as a result of economic

circumstances. 

During his soujourn in Limerick, he joined Na Fianna

Éireann. This was an organisation founded by Bulmer

Hobson, to act as an alternative nationalist group to

counteract the Boy Scout founded by the imperialistic

Robert Baden – Powell. Its members were boys from 8 – 18

years, who were taught military skills, drilling, use of

weaponry, Irish language and Irish history.  During his time

with Na Fianna, his leadership qualities came to the fore.

Later he would move on to join the IRB and the Irish

Volunteers.

In 1913, he was recalled to Dublin by the Great South

Western Railway and worked in the traffic manager’s office

in then Kingsbridge Station (Sean Heuston Station).  He

continued his work in the Na Fianna and was given the

command of a branch in the North City, Hardrick Hall. Sean

became Vice – commandant of the Dublin Brigade.  When

a consignment of arms was landed at Howth on the Asgard

in July 1914, Heuston and senior members of Na Fianna led

the consignment safely into the City of Dublin.  He was

known as a quiet, well mannered and well educated young

man with a strong sense of purpose.

During the Easter Rising, he was placed in command of the

Mendicity Institute, which saw heavy fighting. After the fall

of the Mendicity, he was arrested and brought to Richmond

Barracks. He was transferred to Kilmainham Gaol, where

he was executed on the 8th May at 25 Years Old.     
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